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          The Hawk                                                    

The Newsletter of Kitty Hawk United Methodist Church                                                                                                         

             “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

From the Pastor…

The Grace of God has Appeared

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12 training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.  (Titus 2:11-14, NRSV)

What a wonderful message Christmas brings for the world, “the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.” Let us remember that in the midst of all our preparations for Christmas: shopping, planning meals, cooking meals, wrapping gifts, attending parties and gatherings, drinking hot spiced cider and egg nog.

We must be mindful of the message because it carries with it a mandate and a promise. The promise is that by embracing the message we have the “hope and the manifestation” of God’s glory in Jesus Christ which brings redemption and purity. The mandate is that in embracing the promise we must submit to the training given in God’s grace: to “renounce impiety and worldly passions” to “live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly” that we may be a people “zealous for good deeds.”

We must live the message and we must proclaim the message.

This is a major concern of the Mike Slaughter book that is being studied by our adult Sunday School classes during Advent this year. “At Christmas, we celebrate the birth of the Messiah who was born not only to die sacrificially for us but also to show us how to live sacrificially.” (Slaughter, Christmas Is Not Your Birthday, page 10). The point of the study is to consider how we have made Christmas about us. It is about what I want. What makes me happy. How much I can lavish on the ones I love. Slaughter wants us to remember that Christmas isn’t about me or my family. No, Christmas is about God and what God desires: “salvation to all.”

DECEMBER 2011

Consider planning and celebrating a Christmas that will honor Christ and bring glory to God. Consider alternative gifting (e.g., making a gift to a mission or charity in someone’s name). Consider NOT going into debt to celebrate the occasion. We should celebrate Christmas in a way that acknowledges our indebtedness to God and not make us indebted to others (remember Proverbs 22:7 –  “the borrower is the slave of the lender”).

For the last several years I have asked my family to give me something they have made or to make a gift to a mission/charity in my name. They have been pretty good about that. I have received framed photographs or artwork. I would welcome a poem or a written story of some recollection of their childhood or some time we spent together. Last year one of my sons made a gift to a mission in my honor. But they still want to give me something. Those old traditions are hard to pass by and it makes us feel good to bring delight to another. So this year I have said they can all go together to get me something – just one gift from all of them.

Christmas should be a time of celebration, but not one of indulgence. It is to celebrate the greatest gift of all – God’s gift of salvation in Jesus Christ – and to offer it to others. Christ is the one gift we have received that should be re-gifted. Hear the message – live the message – share the message!

“...to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
Luke 2:11, NRSV

Merry Christmas,
Pastor Alan 
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Many Thanks!

Dear Friends at KHUMC,
Words can hardly express my appreciation and gratefulness for all the love and support you shared with me this past year during my cancer diagnosis and treatments.  Your many prayers, words of encouragement, cards, meals, and care for my family and me were such a blessing!  God's love, shared by you, carried me through this difficult journey.  I have finished my treatments, feel great, and look forward to making may more wonderful memories with you...my friends in Christ!

Much love,

Kathy Weeks
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DECEMBER 18TH 8:30 & 11:00 SERVICES
Don't miss this wonderful Christmas tradition in our church.

CHANCEL CHOIR BRUNCH AT 9:30

We want to honor our Chancel Choir for providing beautiful Christmas music on this special Sunday. Please indicate on sign-up sheet in SS lobby if you can contribute any of the following items: breakfast casseroles, ham biscuits, fruit tray, homemade cookie or muffins.  If you can help set-up or serve please call Connie at the church office (261-2062).  
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The United Methodist Women are supporting several projects this holiday season.  They include the “Adopt a Box” Christmas Dinner food drive as well as the Toy Drive.

The December meeting will combine both circles on December 20th at 2pm in the Fellowship Hall and will include an ornament exchange!

If you are unable to attend these meetings, you can still be a part of United Methodist Women! Contact Jo Anne Swartz for times and dates of missions projects. 

MISSIONS
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RUTHIE’S KITCHEN We will host our next Ruthie's Kitchen on Tuesday, December 13th and plan to offer a buffet of our favorite covered-dish specialties. We'll also offer activities to the children and sing Christmas Carols.  We need lots of help! Look for the sign-up sheets posted in the Sunday School lobby to participate in this wonderful ministry.               
FOOD PANTRY NEWS We will staff the BFP December 12-16 from 2pm until 4pm each day. A sign up sheet is posted in the SS lobby.  Call Carole Bibey at 441-7465 with any questions (she will be out of town 12/3-10th but will return calls after that time. FYI- The Food Pantry Sundays have been very successful. In October we collected 139 lbs. And in November 98 lbs. The December “Food Pantry Sunday” has been dedicated to the “Adopt a Box” Christmas Dinner food drive. The need is great; let's keep up the hard work!                        
FOOD AND TOY DRIVE TO BENEFIT LOCAL RESIDENTS Won't you open your heart those less fortunate here on the Outer Banks this Christmas? We have 2 ways to help: “Adopt a Box” Christmas Dinner- Pick up a box, fill it according to the list inside and return it to the church.   “Toy Drive” - Drop off a NEW, unwrapped toys  to the donation box in the SS lobby. Food and Toys must be brought back to the church by December 11th for distribution on Sat., December 17th from the Market Place shopping center in Southern Shores. 9:00am – 1:00pm.  

CHILDREN'S CLOTHES CLOSET We are now accepting winter children’s clothes in infant sizes through elementary school. CLOTHES ONLY PLEASE. No shoes, toys, or formula as we just do not have enough room to store them. 

ROOM IN THE INN  KHUMC will host the Room in the Inn the week of February 19th to the 26th.  We will need a lot of help this year since the need is great in our area. Look for the sign-up list in the SS lobby.  We especially need those who are willing to spend the night. 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGERS NEEDED Tis the season to ring the bells for the Salvation Army mission on the Outer Banks. The Army is always prepared, and many were fed hot meals in the aftermath of Irene when lives were in disarray, and power was down. The donations of coins and bills in red buckets provide for the many services provided by the Salvation Army. Please consider signing on, for this wonderful outreach to feed, clothe, and provide shelter in Christ's name. CONTACT: CHUCK PARKER 202-4499 OR EMAIL: ChuckParker@gwfh.com  

Kitty Hawk United Methodist Church

Our Mission:  To Know Christ and To Make Him Known

803 W. Kitty Hawk Road

Kitty Hawk, NC  27949

(252)261-2062; FAX (252)261-8633

Email: info@kittyhawkumc.net

Website: www.kittyhawkumc.org

Church Staff

Rev. Alan Swartz, Sr. Pastor

Rev. Betsy Haas, Associate Pastor

Connie McGlaughon, Program Director

Ellen Davis, Administrative Assistant

Jayne Beasley, Music Director

Susan Stroud, Children’s Music Ministry

Joy Ogburn, Preschool Director

Nancy Echols, Treasurer

Laura Barker, Financial Secretary

Rick Estabrook, Custodian/Security

Worship Services Sundays at 8:30am and 11:00am

Sunday School for All Ages at 9:45am.

Monday Worship “Spirit Café” at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.

LOOKING AHEAD 

Dec. 6                  Christmas Banquet 6:30 (FH)

Dec. 6                  NO TRUSTEES MEETING IN DECEMBER

Dec. 11                Family Christmas Festival 5pm (FH) 

Dec. 11                Toys and Christmas Dinner boxes are due

Dec. 12-16           Beach Food Pantry

Dec. 13
Administrative Board Meeting  7pm (SR)

Dec. 13                Ruthie's Kitchen

Dec. 18                Christmas Cantata 8:30 & 11:00

Dec. 18                Open House at the Parsonage 2-5pm

Dec. 20                UMW 2pm (FH)

Dec. 20                UMM 6:30pm (FH)

Dec. 24                Christmas Eve Services: 4:00, 5:30, & 7:00pm

Dec. 25                Worship Service 11:00am only 

Jan. 1                   Worship Service 11:00am only 
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Please note that we now have

mail delivered directly to the church

address.  Please begin using our

street address: 803 W. Kitty Hawk Rd.

                           Kitty Hawk, NC 27949
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K.F.C. and SU.R.F. (Kids for Christ and Students United in Real Faith) –  Thanks to all the wonderful children and parents that made our November Mission project a huge success. Our children’s ministry group brought enough items for our group to fill 52 Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. We surpassed our goal by far, and it would not have been possible without our caring, and generous parents and children. Our children learned more about this program, after watching a short video that explained  about this very worth-while mission project.  It was wonderful to see our children get so excited about giving and  helping others. 
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Family Christmas Festival-

Everyone is invited to this special event on Sunday, December 11th at 5:00. The highlight of the  Christmas Festival will be “Star of Wonder” a musical drama, presented by  our children, who have been very busy practicing and preparing for several weeks. After the drama, families will enjoy a special time of fellowship and a delicious covered- dish dinner. All families are asked to bring your favorite family sized covered-dish to share. After dinner, rumor has it, that Santa may be stopping by with a special symbolic gift for all the children. Don’t miss this wonderful evening where our children are focused on the real reason for the season!

 Children’s  Update for Christmas Services

Services will be held on Christmas Eve at 4:00, 5:30, and 7:00 to accommodate our large number of participants! A special Christmas message for our children will take place at the 4:00 service. At the 4:00 service, children will also  receive their traditional ornament to take home and add to their Christmas tree. Nursery will be provided for the two earlier services at 4:00 and 5:30. All services will be a candlelight service with communion being served at all three, and will take place in the sanctuary.  

 On Christmas Day, there will be one worship service which will take place at 11:00. There will be no Children’s Church, Sunday School,  or nursery provided on Christmas Day. We hope you and your family will be able to participate in one or more of these meaningful  worship experiences.

2012 Flower Calendar

The 2012 Flower Calendar will be posted in the Narthex soon.  Think about your important dates and sign up early!

                       

THE UNITED METHODIST MEN
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Tuesday December 6th  6:30 Fellowship Hall

All tickets have been sold. Sorry, there are no tickets available at the door. 


PEANUT SALE CONTINUES IN SS LOBBY

They have plenty of choices  of canned peanuts and great stocking stuffers too!  All items will be on sale in the Sunday School lobby. Stock up for the holidays!

 Let Your Light Shine!


Stewardship is BOTH serving and giving -- it is the privilege of Christians to dedicate what they have and who they are to God.  Part of being a good church member is sharing yourself and what you have with God and your fellow human beings … your time, your talent, and your possessions.

Thank you for your continued gifts to KHUMC to support our wonderful ministry!  What is God calling you to give?  See where HE can use your talent and time (as well as your monetary gifts) … there are many opportunities to get involved.  Be on the lookout for details about our 2012 Stewardship Campaign. Scripture: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world, Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

MAY YOUR LIGHT SHINE BRIGHTLY!
  

December Children’s Church

              8:30

     
11:00

Dec. 4
      Lorena Godley

Lisa Crumpler

Dec. 11       Jan Ambrose                        Kristen Bernard

Dec. 18       Lori McGraw                         Laura Piland

Dec. 25

        No Children's Church

december, 2011

   Sunday

  Monday

   Tuesday
 
      Wednesday

Thursday

 Friday

        Saturday
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	1

9:30  Stick Bible Study** 6:00  Autism Grp. (CR)

7:00  Boy Scouts (FH)

7:00  Emmaus Mtg.(SR)

8:00  AA (OD)
	2
	3  

9:00  Decorate the Church for Christmas

	 8:30  Worship

9:30   Coffee Social

9:45   Sunday Sch.

9:45   Confirmation

11:00  Worship

5:00  Drama practice

3:30  Youth at SA

5:30  Disciple I (SR)
	5

3:45  OBX Chiildren's

Choir Rehearsal(CR)

7:00  Spirit Café 
	6
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 6:30 Fellowship Hall
	7

9:00  Disciple III (SR)

6:00  Youth BS @ Kim's 

6:30  Bears (SR)

6:30 Tiger Den (OR)

7:30  Choir Practice (CR)


	8

9:30  Stick Bible Study**

6:30  Web I (CR)

7:00  Boy Scouts (FH)

7:00  Emmaus Mtg. (YL)

8:00  AA (OD)
	9
	10

4:00 Private Ann. Party (FH)

	11  8:30   Worship

9:30   Coffee Social

9:45   Sunday Schl.

9:45   Confirmation

11:00  Worship

5:00   Family Christmas Festival  (FH)

5:30   Disciple I (SR)
	12  

3:45  OBX Chiildren's

Choir Rehearsal(CR)

7:00  Spirit Café


	13  

5:30  RUTHIE'S KITCHEN

7:00  Admin. Mtg. (SR)
	14 

9:30  Disciple III (YL)

6:00  Youth BS @ Kim's

7:30  Choir Practice (CR)


	15 

9:30  Stick Bible Study**

6:30  Web I (CR)

7:00  Boy Scouts (FH)

7:00  Emmaus Mtg. (YL)

8:00  AA (OD)
	16 

8:00 Heron Cove Mont. School Program


	17



	18   8:30 Worship

9:30   Coffee Social

9:45   Sunday School

9:45   Confirmation 

11:00  Worship

3:00   Sp. C. Rehear.

5:00   UMYF Youth

5:30   Disciple I (SR)
	19

3:45  OBX Chiildren's

Choir Rehearsal(CR)

7:00  Spirit Café


	20

2:00  UMW  (FH)

6:30  Web II (4&5 SS)

6:30  UMM (FH)

7:00   Circle of Friends

         Book Club (OD)
	21

9:30  Disciple III (YL)

6:00  Youth BS @ Kim's

6:30  Tiger Den (OD)

6:30  Bears(SR)

7:30  Choir Practice (CR)


	22

9:30  Stick Bible Study**

6:30  Web I (CR)

7:00  Boy Scouts (FH)

7:00  Emmaus Mtg. (YL)

8:00  AA (OD)
	23

   
	24 

4:00  Worship

5:30  Worship

7:00  Worship

Christmas Eve 

    Worship 

	25  

Christmas Day                     11:00 Worship
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	26

3:45  OBX Chiildren's

Choir Rehearsal(CR)

7:00  Spirit Café


	27

7:00  Girl Scouts (SR)


	28

9:30  Disciple III (YL)

6:00  Youth BS @ Kim's

7:30  Choir Practice (CR)


	29

9:30  Stick Bible Study**

7:00  Boy Scouts (FH)

7:00  Emmaus Mtg. (YL)

8:00  AA (OD)
	30

** Marge Tillett’s  Res.


	31

Key:  K (Kitchen)

CR (Choir Rm)

FH (Fellowship Hall)

N   (Narthex  Rm)

OD (Open Door Rm)

S   (Sanctuary)

SR (Seeker’s Rm)

YL (Youth Lounge)


